
I’m Nihal Yerubandi, a 10th-grader with a passion for community service, 
coding & leadership. What started as a fun way to stay connected with 
friends during the COVID lockdown soon sparked a lasƟng passion for 
coding. With guidance from my brother, I began learning Scratch, and 
quickly realized how much I loved programming. Since then, my journey in 

tech has been driven by a desire to lead, innovate, and use technology to make a difference. 

The Atmiya Youth Volunteering Program played a key role in shaping my leadership and technical 
skills. Over the past 3 years, I’ve led and contributed to iniƟaƟves that blend coding with 
community service, allowing me to create meaningful impact through technology. 

One of my most rewarding projects was co-founding the Atmiya Code Club. What began as a 
small online iniƟaƟve has grown into a global movement, teaching coding and digital literacy to 
students in underserved communiƟes. With a passionate team of youth volunteers, we’ve 
developed curriculum, led workshops, and helped schools worldwide launch their own tech 
programs. 

I also led efforts in HOTOSM (Humanitarian OpenStreetMap), using open-source mapping to 
support disaster relief and humanitarian aid. Projects like the GreeƟng Cards for Senior CiƟzens 
and volunteering at soup kitchens helped me understand the human side of service and the 
importance of empathy in leadership. 

These experiences have taught me that when technology is combined with compassion and 
strong leadership, it can transform lives. I’m deeply grateful to Atmiya for empowering me to grow 
as a coder, leader, and changemaker. 


